
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Connie Barber        

Department: CMIS      Phone Number: (618) 650-3093 

E-mail Address: cobarbe@siue.edu                  Campus Box: 1106 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  8 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?   No 

 

Location of research/creative activities: FH 2334 for Atlasti Software; Will need access to computers with 

Notepad, Excel, and Word 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
Each year, approximately 1.2 million children are aggressively solicited while online. This type of solicitation 

involves an adult seeking to entice a child to meet in an offline setting. The intent of the adult is to engage in an 

illegal sex act with that child. These adults are referred to as online sexual predators. In any given moment there are 

up to 750,000 predators online – and the Internet is one of their keys to our nation’s children. 

Impassioned to be a part of solutions to this problem, I am examining over 500 transcripts of conversations between 

online sexual predators and potential victims. The goal of this examination is to identify patterns of predatory 

behavior inside of the social media used to solicit children. The aim is to improve pattern recognition programming 

for computer software to identify online sexual predators. 

In this research I study the interaction of vulnerable behaviors of children and coercive behaviors by online sexual 

predators. Thus far I have identified three categories of online sexual predators. The camouflager waits for children 

to display vulnerable behaviors, blending with the child’s other online friends, before using coercive behaviors to 

move the conversation toward victimization. The baiter leads with coercive behaviors to lure the child toward 

victimization, without waiting for the child to expose vulnerabilities. The trapper immediately victimizes children 

within the conversation, requiring no identification of vulnerabilities or need for coercion. The victimizations I’ve 

identified in social media range from the use of emoticons to represent actions/feelings to the use of a webcam to 

expose one’s self and/or sex acts to a child.   

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The student who chooses to work on this research project will be involved in three stages. First, he/she will be 

responsible for formatting the data so it can be utilized in the qualitative data analysis software. This involves 

importing the text from a pdf document into Notepad followed by cleaning up the file through deletion of extra 

spaces and text. The data is then imported into Excel for first stage analysis. Once this is completed the student will 

assist the faculty member with stage 2, data analysis using Atlast.ti qualitative data analysis software. The final stage 

is development of the first draft of the paper for submission to an Information Systems journal. If sufficient progress 

is made by the student during the semester, the student’s name will appear on the journal submission. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
   There are three measurable outcomes: 

   1) How to format a secondary data set for analysis. The goal is for the student to spend the first four weeks of the 

semester formatting data. A minimum of 40 transcripts a week should be completed with 160 as the total goal.  

   2) How to analyze text data. The student will learn to use Atlas.ti qualitative software via the supervision of the 

faculty member. All formatted transcripts will be used. The outcome is a theoretical model for the study. This will 

take place in weeks 5-8 of the semester. 

   3) How to structure and write up a research study for submission to an Information Systems journal. This will take 

place in weeks 9-16 of the semester. The faculty member will take the lead and teach the student how to develop a 

journal article, with a full first draft completed by the end of the semester.  
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Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

N/A 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
N/A 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
N/A 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

The contents of the data used for this research include text written by online sex offenders to coerce potential 

victims to meet face-to-face. Thus, the language can be explicit. Students who are not comfortable with exposure to 

this content should not apply.  

 

 


